Scrapbook of Articles Relating to Granite Creek
From the 1885 Daily Colonist Newspaper
Compiled by Diane Sterne

July 25, 1885:

Axoruer GorLp Strike, —The new sur-
face diggings recently diseovered in the
Somilkameen country are  croating much
oxcitement in that loeality, snd about
twenty new claims have been located, and
most of the miners are reported to be tuk-
ing vut from eight to ten dollars a day,
The ereck on which the new discoveries
are nmdo is o teibutary of  the Tulameen
and has been named Granite creck.

August 14, 1885:

l —_— e —

GrayiTe Creek. —Mr. T. Shotbolt, J.
I’., yesterday received a letter frem Mr.
Barrington Price, dated Keremeoss, July
29th, i which he says; **Very rich

, creek struck running into the north fork
| of Semilkameen. Two men rocked out
i £400 in one day,”

August 26, 1885:

—— e gl + e e m

Favorsere Reponrs.—Mr. Jas. Orr,
M.P.P., who arrived yesterday from
Granite creek in the Semilkameen coun-
try, brings the news of the strike of an-
other orcelt n that section out of which
two me n took £500 in one day. Gran-
ite creek atill pans out from 310 to $100
por day to the man.




August 27, 1885:

—~——

CoxrecrioN.—In a paragraph pub-
lished yesterday in this journal Mr. Orr,
M. P. P., is mada to say that he had just
returned from Granite creck, bringing

ewa of & rich gold strike in that locality.
is is a roportorial mistake. Mr. Orr

i not been to Granite creck, neither
did be report that he had. What he said
was that he had heard that vich gold

digginga bad been found on that creek
not that he knew from his persona

knowlodge that such was the fact,

—_——————

September 18, 1885:

A PROMISING GOLD FiEL2.

The New Diggings at Semilka=
meen,

Instances .of Extraordinarvy
Suceess.
Provisions Cheap ==« Crowds

Flocking to the Mines.

Mr. F. Richter loft Semilkameon river
on Sunday, and is the last man out from
that soction. He mot & great many men
on the trail going into thediggings with the
intention of mining. Also, numerous
pack animals loaded with provisions and
ot.aer goods for traders, .

GRANITE CREEK

is situated fifteon wiles above the forks of
the Semilkameen river. The creak emnp-
ties into the north fork of the Semilka-
moeen, and some 500 white men and 5600
Chinamen are already mining there. The
diggings on Granite creek were discovered
by Bill Jenkms aud Tom Curry about
June last, Thoy got prospects of from
FOUR BITS UPWARDS

and put in sluices in August. The com-
pany have sinco made as high as §200 a
day, the gold being coarse and of a fine
quality. It is taken in trade at 17 to the
ounce. Mr. flichter saw many fine spec-
imens, weighing from [

i

EIOHT To TEN DOLLARS EACH.

An old man named Iay, working all
alone, is muling $40 a day crevicing.
Charley Reinhart & Co. are doing equally
well. Brigygs & Bromley are said to have
the best clwims on the creck, They have
several locations, and the stories told of
their success are so exciting that Mer.
Richter hesitates to repeat them hore.
H. Nicholson & Co. have a fine cluim on
Granite creek, and report says they aro
taking out $100 a day. 'T'here are many
other claims in which large wuges are be-
ing made. The croek is staked off for
two and a~-half miles from the mouth;
but good prospects have been obtained
further up-stream on benches and claims
are being taken up there. At presvat
Granite crevk 18 the only one that has
been proved to be rich; but
ANOTHER CREEEK,

nlso a tributary of tho north fork of the
Semilkameen river, has been prospected
with satisfactory results and miners have
goue there. Mr. Richter says Mr. Alli-
gon told him n great many miners were
coming in to trado with bugs of zold dust.
All transactions are in duast, and the
“days of '08" are brought vividly back to

| the pioroor mind, when every storekeeper
| maintained a pair of scales on his counter

with which to weigh out the precious dust
in payment for goods.

PROVISIONS

are very chenp. Beef i 7 to 19 cents;
sugar, 20 cents; toa, SI; tobueco, ¥1; po-

| tatoee, 2¢; Hour, 85 per 100; and ail cther

| can sides.

things in proportion.
PROSFECTORS,

The mountains are being overrun by
prospectors from the DBritish and Ameri-
The mines so far discovered
are in British territory, and better re-
sults are looked for soun. No snow had
fallen, and there had beon no rain all
summer, The day Mr. Richter left tg
come out heavy rains fell and it was re-
ported that some of the cluims were

. drowned out by the sudden rush of waters.

Mr. Richter goes baek tu-duy.




September 19, 1885:

THE FIRST MURDER AT
GRANITE CREEK.

Big Rush to n New Gold Creek.

(Special to The Colonist,)

Hore, B. C., Sept. 18.—From a man
just in from Granite Croek, wo learn that
Jumes Nolan was murdered on Wednea-
day afternoon by a cowbey. Four well
armed men are after him. There is groat
excitement on the creek over the atfair.
Particulars are not exactly known.

A new creek is struck, called Bear
Creek, 19 miles from Allison’s, on the
North Fork. There is considerable rush
to that locality.

September 20, 1885:

Gramnite Creek.

“One who did not find a nugget,” writes
to the Mainland Guardian concerning the
new minea as follows: ‘“T'here is, no
doubt, some gold in Granite creck, but not
enough to warrant a man who has employ.
ment, to leave it for the mines. With
the exception of a half dozen claims there
are no paying claims. The creek is about
aix miles long, and on either side are al-
most perpendicular banks, several feet
high, which render the approach inacces-
sible, except from *‘the mouth”
Mining is only practicable in a|
few places at very low water, and should |
a freshet come all work must cease. It |
may happen that ere long gold will have
been found in other creeks in the Simil-
kameen valloy; but we advise your read-
era to wait until spring before they think
of starting to the gold-ficlds. AL present
the rainy season makes travel throughthe
mountain trail almoest impossible."




September 24, 1885:

From a gentleman recently down from
Savona a reporter of The Colonist learns
that Mr. Newlands (Ferguson & New-
lands, Savona) reported asshot at Granite
Creek mines by a cow-boy, was on Friday
last at Savona, awaiting the arrival of a
doctor telegraphed for from Yale. The
shooting was accidental,the cow-boy prac-
ticing with his revolver at a mark at the
ticne, and in some unaccountable way Mr.
Newlands received a ball in the forehead.
This he immediately bandaged up and has
not since taken the bandage off. Whether
the ball glanced off or was imbedded in
the skull is not known. The injured
man was able to walk around the house,
and w:s anxiously awaiting the arrival of
the doctor.

September 29, 1885:

—_— e |
Ho! For Granite Creck. |
(Special to The Colonist.)
Savoxas, Sept. 28th.

A large pack train left here to-day for
Semalkameen mines loaded with steel,
powder, bacon, etc., also quite a few
miners on the way in, Weather fine and
warm,

————



September 30, 1885:

" —~—— -

Granite Creek.

The Chinese are acquiring most of the
mining ground on Granite Creek, purchas.
ing it from white men, who were the
original locators. Sume regorts state that
the diggings are shallow and that best re-
sults are obtained by crevicing, Othors
nssort that the beuches will pay largely.
The following letter has been placed at
our disposal by a friend:

FrieNp:—0Of course you wre awiully
anxious to hear from Granite croek
James has just got back from that side of
the mountaina. Heo has a gocd vpinion
of the creek. Hu has been as fur as Al
Thorpe's place, aud only stopped a few
days on Granito creek on his way back.
The Chinese are buying up every clann
offered for sale. Two wmoen from Hupe,
acquatntances of mine, have sold for
SLI00O—8800 down and balance in »
month.  Thoy had just got n wingdam in,
and had got a good prospect. Hopo is
a booming. Wardle is dowug a big busi-
ness. I have not seen the place so lively
since 1860. Of course it is very small
now, and twenty or thirty miners and a
few pack trains make a big show. Purties
lately in report new strikes un Bear creek,
twelve or fifteen miles from Granite, 1
saw a lotter from a trader out there. He
says there is an immense excitoment
about Bear creck.

Roycraft has been very ill in Hops. He
was on his way to the Semilkameon, but
did not get further than Hope. Heis
improving, and will retuen to Victoris.

C.

— e




October 1, 1885:

i

FROM GRANITE CREEK,

———

Glowing Accounts of the New
! Sirikes,

(Special to The Colonist.

New Westainster, Sept. 30.—Robt.
Stevenson, just out from Granite creek,
reports new diggings at Bear creek, the
latest discovery in the Semilkameen coun-
try. He speaks glowingly of Granite
creek where large pay is taken out of
nearly all claims. He goes back to-mor.
row,

-

October 2, 1885:

FROM GRANITE CREELN,

- - AP i 4 I
'n‘lo--_:q“-‘)".i

'l‘he Best Reporis Recelved arve
Fully Verified.

. Botgeimtsl Up
o7 YY)
———

I~

The Strike on Bcnr Crcc.k l'uo-
mising Well,

F 4 - »
L « SN

Mr. R. Stevenson, of Chilliwhack, a
miner well-known to every old Catibooite,
and one of the 8000 miners who wore at
Rock creek, Semilkameen, in 18060, ar-
rived yesterday on the Yosemite, live
days dirgct from Granite creek. Of the
8000 Mr. Stevenson is the only one who
has yét returnod to Somllkameon He

: VERIFIES THE. ooo‘n REPORTS

that have been com(antl; rpcex\ed from
'the new gold fields. The wirg-dams
waahed out by the freshot havz all been
Ymred and when Mr. Stovenson loft,
d was again being laken out. The
creak claims have paid wondorfully snd
are vory easy to work, the bedrock being
oitly” from two to six Teot-bolow-the-sur—
face.
' THere is eyery prospect - that the bench:
claims will “also ‘pun out ‘well, though
theso will not be sorked unul the creek
cluims arw pluyad out, as it would fill them

up.

>
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THE STRIER ON SEAR CREEK

is being. ‘thoroughly tested by two com-
anies who -are- new sinking shufts, the
Vebster Co. being down ten feet  The
“earth iy ¢lay and-gravel; the Discovery Co,
have taken out smasll"pay “ater thevclay.
This company ate mow wing-damming and
sluicing, but are building p wheel and pre~:
paring to sink'a’shaft, - The nalure of this.
creok bed js-similar to-that of the famoux
Williams creek, Canibbiol*© Mr. S in confi-
dent when bedrock is reached .
THAT BIG PAY

will bo taken out. Tho indicatioon aro
that the clsims will be drift claims, prob-
ably 40 or 60 feet in depth, Bear creck
is taken up for four miles. A piece §7
in weight was found on this crock.

About 300 whites and fully as wmany
Chinese nro working at Granite Creck
and on ths Semilkamoeen, while the latter
are pouring in from all quarters. Thisis

1o bo rygrotted as undoubtedly a
LARGE NUMURK OF WHITES

will go in in the spring. The Chinese
have also bought into some of the best
claims on Granite Creck.

Unless intending miners have money it
is rather late to go in thia yoar as most of
the ground is takeon up and the claims can
only be worked about five weeks more.
Mr. Stevenson will retura immediatoly,
having & claim on Granite Creck and 1s
interested in one on Bear,

John Chanre, the discoverer of Granite
Creek, who had been out prospecting, re-
turnod two weeks ago and stated that he
had struck a rich promiciug creek, about
35 miles from Allison's, He has since
returned with five men and four pack-
horses to cut a trail. Chance is contident
that the new creek will show up

MUCH DBHTTEBR THAN GRANITR,

As it is his own money that he is using,
this assertivn is probably correct.
“*Shorty,"” the cowboy who shot New-
lands has the sympathy of the camp, as it
is genorally acknowledged that the shoot-
ing was accidental. Shorty is now at
New Waostminator awaiting his trial, and
Mra. Allison is raising mueney to defond
him, a large number of the mineva sub-
scri ing‘ who wauld be glad to seo him
out of the gerape, as he was a harmless
follow and had no inteat to hit Newlands,

-




October 7, 1885:

GRANITE CRELK,

The news  from this new gold mining
locality continues uniformly good. While
there is nothing so far to unduly excite
there is much to interest. Granite creek
is situated sufficiently near to civilization
to insupe the miners a cheap and pleoti-
ful supply of food, raiment and tools. At
Cariboo in 1861 and 1862 provisions could
scarcely be had at any price-—freight
being $2,000 a ton, and the means of
transportation so limited that the popu-
lation was frequently on the verge of
starvation. It s not strange that with
labor at $16 for an eight-hour shift and
flour at $150 a barrel few of the many
who went to those diggings brought out
with them as much as they took in, Tt is
not an unreasonable estimate when we say
that relatively speaking $2.50 a day ia
better pay on Granite creek than §16a
day in Cariboo in 1862. DBesides, there
is rpason to hope that the new dig-
gings, if not so rich as the northern
gold field, are more extensive and lasting.
There are some who indulge the hope that
in Granite'-creek a worthy successor of
William creek has been discovered. Wil
liam creek was one of the richeat gold-
bearing streams in the world. From first
to last §45,000,000 in gold was taken from
its bed aud banks, and some persons who
now roll in wealth in other iands date
their prosperity from the discovery of
gold at Cariboo. It is even said that
Flood & O'Brien of San Francisco bor-
rowed from one Wade, a miner, $65,000
in gold, his savings at Cariboo,'and with
it mads their first investment in Washoe
stocks, which afterwards yielded them
millions, e do not share the belief that
the new gold field will equal in richness
the old; but it might easily be more ex-
tensive and diffuse its wealth more widely,
Cariboo enriched a few., Lot us hope
that the Granite croek district will enrich
the many.

e e e . 0 el e e | e




GRANITE CREEK MINES.

Solid Pay and Sanguine Work-
ers.

Fifty Dollars 2 Day for Some of
Them,

Prospectors and Purchasers
Busy.

‘

A Lively Scene Along the Creek.,

Te Mr. J. F. Allison, J. P., u large
stock-raiser of the Semilkameen district,
wo are indebted for the following latest
news from the (iranite Creek mines:

Entrusted to his care, he brings about
86000 worth of gold dust, among which is
& nugget of smooth worn gold valued at
£83; it is the property of a Chinaman.
The men, of whom there are about three
hundred, are stretched along the creek for
about five miles from the scene of the
first discovery, and are confining their
attention to creek claims, the only onesat
at present being worked. Chinamen are
pucchasing from the whites with consider-
able apeculative spirit, paying for claims
from $L00 to as kigh a& $10600, the latter
price being paid for a claim from which
that amount had been already taken out.
It is perfectly reliable to state that all are
making wages, while some (working with
sluices) are taking out

rrom $30 10 F50 PER DAY

to the hand. One cld miner, (eurge
Sutherland, is making nearly us much
with a rocker, or, rather, sees that it is
made for him. Tt is in this way: George,
who knows a thing or two, is aware there
is nothing in hard work, Accordingly, he
has hired a Chinaman to work the rocker

while he himself sits by and watches him
—and watches himm very sharply, too. It
is literally a caso of “‘Rock the Cradle,
John,”

Several creeks in the vicinity are being
prospected, but not yet heard from. The
Tulameen river, embracing an area of
about fifty equare miles, is thought by
practiocal miners to hold forth very good
indications and in view of the late lucky
strike;prospecting will be conducted with
increased energy. That part of Granite
Cresk whero the claims are being worked
is about 66 miles frem Hope, and a good
trail all the way. The cost of packing,
which is dong by Indians, is moderate—
2} cents to 3% conts per pound.  On the
creek itself fluur ia selling for 83 50 per
sack; bacon 25 to 30 cents per pound;
sugar, five pounds for §1; beef, 10 to 12
cents per pound, and other provigions in
proportion. The mos. cxpensive article
1s lumber—12 to 14 cents being charged
for cutting alone.

The closing remark of Mr. Allison
struck us as being su full of hard sense
| that we repeat it. “‘I would not advise,”
said he, “‘any men to go to these mines
this year.  Thero is already a large num-
ber of men waiting around to take up any
axtra land that may be left wvacant when
- the claims are adjnsted, and it is too late
tu start out to prospect at random and
winicr it out. Those who are dispesed to
purchase can go thero now to advantage,
and oven practical miners may make
enough use of what time is left this year
to know better where to go in the spring;
but to the general run of gold -seekers, I
should say, ‘Don t go there this year."”




October 9, 1885:

B —

CGiranvzre Cueek dines, Lt is desirable |

that any publicans who have been duly
licensed should be allowed to dispense
liquor in the new mines. Two or threo
licenses have been issued to reaponsible
persons; but a number of irresponsible
men have embarked in the illicit liquor
trafic. They sell the vilest stufl and
should be suppressed by the constable in
charge of the district.

——s ettt e et

October 13, 1885:
% —_— e -
S From Granite Creel,

The latest arrival from Granite Creek,
J.-Noble, further confirms the good re-
ports that have been received of the rich-
ness of the mines. DMr, Noble and his
partner had one of the best paying claims
on the creek and employed eight men,
who averaged from $27 to §50 per day to
the man. He brings down about $1,500
in dust, the largest pieco weighing $18 50.
There can be no doubt about the richness
of the creek, and men are prospecting in
every direction, while a mining expert has
arrived to examine the worth of the quar z
ledges that have been located.

10



October 14, 1885:

Granite Creeld.

Mr. W. J. Noble, who arrived frem
Graniiv Oreek on Saturday last, was in-
terviewed last evening and the foilowing
information elicited:

Thas cutput on the creek is very fair,an
average of £40 to the claim being taken
out daily. Messrs. McIntyre and Palmer
who are located about four miles from the
mouth of the creek, have taken out frcmm
40 to $80 daily for some time past with a
rocker. There is not muchattention paid
to

BEAR CREEK,
the miners confining themselves almost
entirely to Granite Creek. Claims on the
latter stream which were worth only £250
two weeks ago, canunot be bought for 5300
at the present tima.
rapidly growing, there being about three
handred whites and two hondred Chinese
in the diggings. The police -ollicers aro
having a busy time with Onderdonk’s
lambs. There is no jail and  tho
rowdies are taken to tho woods; but tho
officer no sonner returns to town when
the men sncak back and become as great
& nuisance as oever.

ILLEGAL SELLING OF LIQUOR

was going on is untrue, as Mr. Swan, the
officer, has his eyes ever open to eatch
transgressors of the law. Several men
went to the digeings with that intention;
but found that such an attempt would be
useless. The weather has been perfect late-
ly, although two inches of snow covered

Hopo mountain on the 9th inst. The |

usual number of
GAMBLERS

who generally follow & mining excitement,
has arrived and they expect to reap a rich
harvest. Hotel accommodation is very
poor. Mr. Noble thinks if the vovern-
ment would issue a number of licences
any trouble similar to that which cecured
at IEagle Pass would be avoided at the
creek. The appointment of

MR, NICHOLSON

The report that the |

The population is |

|

as recorder gives goneral satisfaction, as
it was very inconvenient for the miners
to travel twelve miles to record, und it is
hoped that before long the gold commis-
sioner will be on the creek at least three
times a week, so that all disputes arising
about claims may be settled promptly.

Semilkameen NMines,

Sam Evans, writing from Granite Creek,
says he has taken out as high as $83 in

one day and having also prespected the |

Semilkameen river in several places has
in each case found good indications. At
present, he adds, the wateris low and feed
for pack animals plentiful, and with the
advantage of probably line weather for at
least three weeks, thinks a good chance is
offered for prospecting over the rolling
mountains, He saw a good specimen of
gold quartz found by a cowboy, while on
his part he found a mountain of iron ore
a few miles ofi the Hope trail. In the
camp at Granite Creck he says some of
the miners affect the revolver which they
openly carry upon their persons, the
principal portion of the class being form-
ed off ranchmen, cowboys and halfbreeds
who gallop all over and if gold is on the
surface they find it; but they would not

sink threo feet for anything.
— e —_—
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October 21, 1885:

CRANITE CREEK.

New and Exciting Reporis

Probability that a Great Gold
Field has been Discovered.

Mr, H, E. Ward leit Granite Creek on
Thuraday last and arcived in this city on
Sunday morning.  He reports that about
four miles from its mouth Granite Creek
forks, the branches being known as the
North and South Forks. There is no
mining on the North Fork, operations
being contined at present to the main
creek and the South Fork, A few com-
panies are at work on

% SEMILEAMEEN RIVER,

and are getting good pay on the bars. Mr.
Ward saw somo of the rocker ‘‘clean ups”
from theae bars, the result being froud
$2.00 to 83 00 < day to the hand. The
Chinese companies haveall got iu sluicea,
‘and are making from @3 to $5 a day to
the man. All the clnims on

GRANITE CHEEK AND THE SOUTH FORK

are doing exceedingly well.  Mr. Ward
saw a set of sluices within 1200 feet of
the mouth which only one man shoveled,
and the clean-up was 3197 for ten hours.
Another company of white mon rocked
out $9 in one day, and the very noxt day
tock out
TWO HUNDRED AND SEVEN DoLLARS,

Further up the miners are all doing well.
‘'imes ure {lush and gold dust is bought
or taken in trade at §17 an ounce. Mr.
Ward has mined or been interested
in mines in Californin for thirty years,
and never saw more promising diggings
in that land of gold.
large quantitien of arquerite (an amalgum
of silver) are found.  The appearance of
the country is highly auriferous, and our
informant'a opinton 18 that many other

creeks in the same district will be fouud |

gold-bearing.  He saw no gold-bearing
quartz, although he belieyes that such
will bo found there.

PROVISIONS

are very cheap; board at the hotel is $7
per weok, About 1200 or 1500 feet from
the mouth of Grauite creek a shaft has

-been sunk in the bench 27 feet, and good

prospects worg obtained all the way down,
and no bedrock at that depth.,” Mr. Ward
prospected an 8-foot shaft in the bed of
Granite creek and got 75 cents to four
pans, Another man took out over $2.80
to u single pan. At the creek thereis a
tract of 100 hundred acres, formed by
tho wash of the creek for centuries which
i3 believed to berich., A bedrock flume
will be run in from the Semilkameon and
the ground thoroughly worked.  Whip-
sawed lumber is $120 M feet. Six or
eight houses are under way at Granito
city; these with a dozen othera constitute
the town. ‘T'he biggest result yst obtain-
ed on the creek in one day was on aclaim
from which four men took $900 in one
day.

In the wash-ups |

12



Mr. Barrington Price, who left the
diggings one day lator than Mre. Ward,
repurts that Capt. Sherburne is taking
out $400 du:ly in his claimm, Jan Fay has
gold 100 feet of his claim for 3700.  All
| the clainms on the creck that are being
works u nre paying well.

News from Bear creok is not encourag-
ing and it is thought that the discovery
will not be prodnctive of much good re-
sults,

Chance, the discoverer of Granite ereck
diggings, has found another paying creck,
distant 35 miles from Allison's store, It
prospects from 87 to $8 a day.

The health of the miners is good:
weather fine, no snow and miners all at
work. v

I'he bench diggings prospect from tive '
to 7 cents to the pan {zom the aurface
down. .

The trail from Hope is filled with min-
ers on their way in, A drove ot 470 hous
from Chilliwhack wus met on Hope
mountains.

e -,

SR W S D—

Contradiction from Granite
Creelc.
Graxire Creer, B, C.) Oct. 16th.

To Tue Eorror:—=In your edition of
tho 9th appears a paragraph stating that
illicit whiskey selling i3 being carried on
at Granite Creek.  As such a statement
is without the slightest foundation in
truth, in juslice to vur very cflicient and
courteous constable, Alr. Swan, it is to by
hoped yeu will give egual publicity to this
denial.

In an intorview with Mr. Il. Stevenson,
published in a former edition of your pa-
per, it would sppear that the miners of
Granite Crevk were in sympathy with the
cowboy “*Shorty," committed for the
shooting of Mr. Ngwlands. As this is
entirely contrary to facta, I am at a loss
to understand why Mr. Stevenson should
have made such astatement. Our little
community in Granite Creek i8 a peaco-
able one, and, being busily engaged in ex-
tracting the precious metal, has little in
common with those pgentlemen whose
groatest delight appears to be in *'painting
the town red.”

A Guraxne Creeg Mixen.

———
- - oo s MY P et s vt v ia v s B e AR e aa -. .
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October 22, 1885:

GrANITR CrEEE GOLD.—An assay has
been made by Mr. McCulloch of aeveral
samples of gold from Granite creek. One
showed $18.19, and another 818 25,
atandard gold value.

i

October 25, 1885:

The Geanite Creek Mines.

The claims of Capt. Sherburne and
Jonkins continue to yicld at the rate cf
from $250 to $400 a dey. The sluices aro
run day and night, Chance, discoverer
of Granito creek, has brought in to
Allison’s 3800 in course gold from a now
creek which he says isricher than Granite,
Supplies are plentiful and prices low.
The Chiuese are gotting the cream of the
claims by purchase, and are amassing
tidy little fortunes.

— -

October 29, 1885:

e i — = .
From Granite Creek.
Br. H. Booth, who arrived down o
Teesday from Granito creek, brings ver)

| favorable news from the mines. Abou

600 miners are now at the mines, anc
others constantly coming in, many of then
old Cariboo miners. These latter stat:
that Granite creek is A 1, and the only
strike of any importance since the famou
Cariboo golden days. Six miles of the
creek and the benches are all taken up
and big things are expected from then
next yoar, though now men are making
from $10 to $30 por day with rather crud
methods.

Bear creek has not yot been thoroughl;

tested, though the companies are stil
- working. Ceriboo miners says that thi

also will be found to pay rich. Ever)
one is in high spirits, and the country i
being thoroughly prespected, confiden
that there aro other creeks as rich as tha
of Grapite. The latter will take severa
years to work out, and is one of thi
easiest worked crecks ever found ir
British Columbia.
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October 31, 1885:

— -

Granite Creel.

—_————

Mr. Juoo. FE. Allison, merchant of
Princeton, and gulol commissioner for
Semilkameen, arrived from Granite Creck
on Tharsday. A reporter of The Colonist
had an interview with him yesterday und
gnined the following information, which
will be of interest to those iutending to
go to the mines,

A TOWN

is rapidly springing up, and great prepara-
tions are being made for the coming win-
ter. Cabins are being built by the miners
who intend to pass the cold season as
comfortably as possible.  Substantial
hotels are rapidly taking the place of the
temporary ones, and Mra. Austio, former-
ly of the Uecidental at New Westminster,
will start a boardinghouse on an extensive
seale.  All the companies are domg well,
espeeiaily the Seuath Pork Company, aud
Capt, Sherburn’s. The lstter company

takes out feom $330 to 600 daily. Mr.

Allison went up thecreek about live miles
distant and reports thiat the

MENKERS AKE SANGUINE AND HAFIEY.

The population, it is estimated, will be
about 5,000 in the spring, as most of those
who have gone back to their homes in the
adjoining American territories will return.,
An immense stock of provisions has been
stored, the Chineso being the largest con-
sumers. The weather has Leen yery favor-
able. Mr. Allison thinks that it would be
folly for men who have no means to go to
the mines now, us the winteris very severe
aud snuch a person would have o very poor
show of living, unleas he happened '‘to
strike it luckv.” It is almost imprssible
to get pack trains, za the Indians have
grown independent and will not exert
themselves during the cold season.  The
inhabitants gener:lly are very peiceable,
slthongh there are n numbor of blacklegs
on the creek, A jail would be & great
acquisition, as there is at prescat no place
in which to lock up unruly persons.  Mr.
Allison will retarn to his heme on Men-
day.

D —— - —— —
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November 3, 1885:
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GRANITE CREEK ROAD,

It isto be hoped that every possible en-
gouragementwill be given tv the projeet |

P

for constructing a winter road from
Spence’s Bridge to Granite creck. Unless
the road is made and maintained there is
danger of the trado of the new mines be-
ing captured by Portland, Oregon, Thes

Leon raised by private subscription.  The
government, no doubt, if applied to, will

munities that will reap the benefit of the
miniug trade should furnish a share,

November 8, 1885:

ought not to be. The cost of the road '

asuist materially and the business com- |

i
|
f

(estimated) is $3000, $1000 of which has |

|
|
|

|
i

lakv,
AT VAN HORNE

tho steamer Pecrless, which had waited
over for the mails, was boarded. This is
under command of Cupt. Tackeberry, the
rizht man in the right place, with Mr. E.
L Forrest, his energetic and obliging
purser.  Mr. J. B. Leighton also took
the steamer hera, haviag boen abiunt
from
QRANITE CREEK

for two weeks when the big pay was be-
ing taken out. On his departuro Sher-
bourne & Rosdall’s claim probably payed
the highest, averaging $400 per duy,
24 hours, six mon each, being one night
and day shift. Jenkina & Curry weretak
ing out nearly the same amount, while all
others on the creck were taking out as big
pay in proportion to numbar of men at
work, Later newa received states that
the creek again rose, and thougzh not
washing wingdamns away, tho water was
go deep that it caused a tomporary sus-
pension of work. Mr, Laighton will re-
turn on Friday next going in from Van
Horne. Thereare now over (U0 men in
and 2 large proportion of them will win.
ter on the creek, whilo a geeat deal of
proapecting will be done.

Later—J. T. Edwards, proprictor of
the Cosmopolitan hotel here, who just ar-
rived at Kamloops frony Similkamzen re-
ports that the miners again commenced to
wash on Monday morning, tho freshet
having abated. There is no*snow or ice
at the creek though there is a slight fali
on the mountain; but not auflicient to in-
teriore with the trails.
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November 11, 1885:

FROM CRANITE CREEK.

Operations Suspended for the
Winter,

e ——

-
Snow has Stendered Hope Trall
Impassable.

Prospects of the Creek Good as
Lyer.

Mr. H. . Feank, of Tacoma, who has
been in tiranite Creck for the past menth,
returned to Victoria yesterday by the
Yosemite, and is st the Oriental. Mr.
Frank held alacrative position inTacoma,
but getting the gold fever from reading
Coloaist reports, with four other gentle-
mien from Seattle, mnong whom were two
experienced miners, they

DEFAKTED FOR GRANITE CREFK,

and succeniod in recuring a claim at the
mouth of tho crevk. They immodiately
tunneled und sloiced it, and haye lately
been taking out $12 per day to the man.
The dirt at this point s deep, bedrock be-
ing thirty feot from the surface, and the
Tacemuites have evidently s bonanza
which wiil tako some time to work out.

Mr Feank laft the mines on Thursday
morsivg last wath an Indian guide. The
fivet swow foll that day, one inch on the
level.  Je continued snoawiog during the
meht, 0!l nest day and on the following
might, fulling to the depth of over

FWo FEET ON THE LEVEL

and three and n half feet on the summit
an the I ope trad, The guide wanted to
go ek, ws he was afnad  they would be
lost, La! wae induced to proceed, the
stow ety up to the horso's belly. Qaite
a nuaber of dead pack horses were lymg
at the side of the trail] having viven out
about the summil,  Soow was met four-
teen miies from Hopo, and during Sun-
day nmicht another foot and a half fell.
The ventur us wminer and his guide reach-
ed Hope Monday morning, and the for-
mer came down vu the afternoon train.

Captain Xierboume’s claim was the
only one vuthing whea Mr. Frank left,
and the snow will probably canse a sus
pension of operations for the winter. A
meost

UNFORTUNATE CIRCUMSTANCE

to the fact that the Chinese are securing
the wreater part of the bhest claims on the
ereck, one fiem paying 33000 for 100 feet,
The Mongolians are tocking in by the
hundreds and ar: lining the Semilkameen
river for twenty miles, procuring coarse
gold all aling that distance, one nugyet
found the other day being worth $1563.
The Chineso pay packers in coarse gold,
but whore the favored spots ore is not

Loosa,
BRAR CREEK

had fizzied out, but the night before our
informant lefv there wus great excitement
at its mouth as though somothing rich had
bewn struck.

Chance still avers thal he bas discovered
n now and rich creck which he has named
““Kentocky ereek,” the state of that name
being hw birth place. He will not give
its location and i3 at present camped in
Otter valley,
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A large number will winter on tho creek,
provisions and board being #s choap as in
Victoria,

A GOOD SQUARE MEAL

fean be had fur fifty ceuts, while the best
i of beef is but ten cents a pound, and

venison live cents 4 pounds.  Vegetablos
are plentiful, coming in from Nicola. A
lady from New Westiinator hns goua in
and will in e fow days open a two-story
hotel,  Sleeping  nccommodation is ot
present poor,the miners siceping in tents,
on flovrs of restaurants, or wherover a soft
plaunk can bu secured,

There has lately been plenty of shooting
heard st night, but it has been altogether
nt sir, sume drunken fellows attempting
to shoot n8 many times as poassiblo for the
purpose of startling the camp.

HORSES ALE LOST

in & very suspicivns manuner, and a ten
i dollar reward generally brings them into
enmp, led by o siwash, who pockets the
fee and steals them again in a week.,

| From other sources a €aloniel roporter
fearned that Caps. Sherbourne, who has
been tanking out un an  aversge four
hundred dollars per day, generally man-
L ages to lose that amonnt at draw poker
| during the night, 2o it in just possible he
' way return from the mines as ho went in
— broke! He is quite a charscter in
| camp, never wearing n hat,

- — e
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November 18, 1885:

L LA LARS ) \a"lll‘lll‘!lllllx AN T ALAVAL U l""'.l.lg i
to do. Look at Granite creck to-day.
How is it that Chinamen are there in hun-
dreds, somo of them taking up the best

claims 7 Cannot white men do  this “ns-

well as Chinamen? DPerhaps some may
eay they have not the monoy. If so ask
my fellow workman whose fanlt is that {
Have you not exrped good wages in your
time? What have you done with them?
Cive an honest answer even if you con-
demn yourseli.  Bvery yenr whilst the C.
P, railway has been building the customs
returns show over threo buundred thous-
and dollars worae than wasted in intoxi-
cating drinks. A worso encmy to the
workingmen than John Chinaman, i
whisky. If the IKaights of Labor are m
earnest and in truth desire the elevation
and advancement of workingmen, let
them place on their bunner, TEMPERANCE,
insist upon every member taking the
pledge and unite with those who, in the
eastern provinces and here, are laburing
in the holy euse of prohibition.
A Toray AnsTaiNen,
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November 22, 1885:

——

|FROM THE SIMILKAMEEN.

Continued Good News From the
Mines. '

Late Avvivals---FPosinl Facllities
-==Price of Provisions.

Mr.S.W.Lehmar, who has beenon Gran-
ito Creek for the past ten wooks, arrived
{‘wterday afternoon on the Princess

ouise. Mr. Lehman and party left the
mines one week ago yesterday, coming in
by tho Hope trail on foot, having lost
their horses, o common occurrence now
with 8o many people running around the
district. Three days were occupied
getting to Hope, sbout two feet and a
half of snow being on the summit.

AT GRANITE CREEXK

thore was but six inches of snow on the
level, and this has disappeared since Mr,
Lehman's doparture, A number of miners
were still working their claims, though
for the most part operations were closed
for the season. Capt. Sherbourne’sclaim
continues to pan out 600 per day to its
lucky owner. A large number of men
are engaged in whip-sawing lumber
for the coming season’s operations, and
aall thearticle for 8100 per thuusand feet.
It was rumcred that a portable sawmill
was beinyg taken in.

VRO VIS VWY

THE SIMILKAMEEN RIVER

 has paid very well and a great deal of it
has been staked off, and the probabilities
aro that its entire longth will be worked
next seasgon, old miners thinking there is
good pay. Since Mr. Lehman's departure
he was informed by a gentlemen who
camo out later that the creck that Chance
stuted he had discovored, had beeomo
knowa, and there was a great rush for jt,
many leaving during the night from the
Giranite Creck camp. A small creck
entering into Granite was prospected by
Mr. Lobhman and others, who sank a shait,
A fine prospect was found, but the water
interfered and further operations sus
ponded until spring.
BEAR CREEK

has not shown pay. Mesars. Murray,
Lebhman, Austin and Webster sunk a shaft
and put in a tail race, but did not make a
strike. However, the creek has been
staked off and it will be further tested.
There are as many miners going in to
the mines as there are coming out, und it
is likely that the number thero now will
be kepu during the winter. The sleeping
accommodation has boen zomoewhat in-
creased, though still scarce.  John Aus-
tin and wife, who formerly kept thy Occi-
dent hotel at New Westminster, have
opened one at the mines and are doing a
rushing trade, being welcomed by muany
old Caribooites, Everything has been

quist and orderly in the camp of late.
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THERE IS GREAT DINSATISFACTION

about mail facilities and charges. The
miners subscribed to the securing of a
weekly mail, and when it did arrive thoy
were taxed 50 cents por lotter, which they
think outrageous. There are such a num-
ber now in camp aud likely to be thous-
ands in the spring that it 18 thought the
postal department should establish a
weekly mail, as it would certainly puy and
be a great convenience.  Many of the
miners aro still willing to subacribe to-
wards the cost of carrying the mail,

THE HOPE TRAIL |

should receive the attention of the gov- |
ecoment early in the spring, as it can be
easily shortened sovem‘ mifes. The num-
ber who will probably pass over it should
demand that itbe placed in firat-class con-
dition,

(Game is very plentiful, the choicest of
deer abounding in large numbers. Pro.
vistons wero reasonable until a week ag»,
when flour went up to 22 per barrel, and
other necessaries will likely advance. The
pack animals are becoming played out,
and traders are gauging their prices ue-
cordingly.

————

November 27, 1885:

steul or starve.

There are two excellent hotels now be-
tween Hope and Granite Creck, and a third
will be opeued very sbortly. ‘These way
places furnish winers and others with meals
and accommodalion en route to and from
the mines, and do away with the necossity
of carrying n heavy pack.

Narine the nast summer Knieht Rrag
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| GRANITE CREEI MINES.

Report of Deputy Provincial
Sccretary BEihwyn.

Mr. T. Elwyn, doputy provincial secre-
tary, has forwarded to Hon. J. Robson,
minister of mines, tho result of a visit of
inspection to the Granite creck gold fields.
As Mr. Elwyn was for many years gold
commissioner of Cariboo and i3 thorough-
ly acquainted with the nature of aurifer-
vus deposits, his opinions on the recent
discovery in the Similkameen district are
of a reliable and trustwerthy character,
and intendiug visitors to the mines can
place corfidence in his statements of the
worth of the new field.

Mr. Elwyn made his examination the
first part of the present month, going into
tho mines via Nicola,

GRANITE CREEE,

ho states, is a tributary to tho Tulamecn
or north fork of the Similkameen and falls
into that river about 12 wmiles above the
South Similkameen at Princeton. About
five miles from its mouth (ranite creck
is joined by a small tributary from the
south-west, called by the miners at its
junction *“The Forks." \Vith the excep-
tion of & fow-hundred yards at its mouth
Granito creek runs from the Forks down-
ward in a deep V shaped gorge, through
which the freshet has washed everything
except the gold and somo gravel—in fact
| this portion of the ereck has been

e e = em e . e . - — ———

GROUND-SLUICED BY NATUHE,

From near the mouth of the ereck to a
point something over half a mile below
the forks, a distance of about four miles,
no claim which has been tested on both
sides of the stream has failed to yield
good returns, and it may safely be said
that the ground for that distance will
average over an ounce a day to the hand.
From the point indicatod upwards con-
tinuous pay hus not been discovered, but
there iy every indication that this wonder-
fully persistent load of heavy gold will
there be found in the hill on the proper
lef: bank of the creek, It afterwards ap-
peara to

CROSS THE CREEK

to the right bank, and possibly continues
in that bank to beyond the short cafion

| theough which Granite creck runs, just
' before its junction with the tributary
| from the south-west at the forks., Tine
' has been too short fur a proper test to
have been made of this portion of the
creek, but for o distance of five wiles men
sre at work, at intervals, and Mr. Elwyn
heard of a prospect being obtained by
some Fronchmen, over which they were
much excited. Some oxperienced miners
have a vory high opinion of the upper
creck—callod erroncously, perhaps for
recording purposes, the South Fork,—but
it 1a right to poeint out that, although
there i every probability of the run of
gold extending above the forks, it has not
yet beon proved todo so, The creek is
from 25 to 35 wmiles in length, and besides
the annual freshet is subject to tloods
during the antumn months, On this ac-
count many miners contend
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THAT THE BARLY SPRING,

before the snow melts, will be the time for
work, Granite ecreek has only about half
the altitude of Barkervillo, and threo and »
half degrees advantage in latitude.

On the 31st October, on lower Granite
ereck, there were 62 companies owniung
creck cluims, averaging probably 300 feet
to the company, who were working. Of
these 34 were taking out gold and 28 were
preparing to do so or prospecting.  ‘Lho
gold admitted to have been taken out by
the several white amd Chinese companies,
from Hth Jaly to 3lst October, amonnts to
the

LARGE sUM oF S00,000,

which, considering the grest loss of time
caused by tha freshet, aud also the difliculty
of obtaining Ilnmber for sluice-boxes, s o
ereditable showing. Tt is almost certain
that the netual total is more, but that yield
cau be given without any possible fear of
exaggeration,

Chinamen have been muning for many
years on tho Tulnmeon, above the mouth of
Granite ereek, and it is probable that other
gold-benring tributeries will be found, Chi-
nese hoave been passing the mouth of Ghan-

ite ereck for years, und their failure to find

-

out its value goes fur to prove, Mr. Elwyn
states, the oft-made assertion that they

‘wecer prospect in any trae sense of that

- word,

‘This has been most {ortunate, for
if the Chinese had discovered the richness
of Grauite creck it wonld

WE RTRIEERERW O WE CUEAT WE T W TRESW

HAYE BEEN QUIETLY GUTTED
withont any appreciable benefit aceruing to
a single white person.

Mr. Elwyn was particularly imprcssnd/
with the fact that those ‘who were warm/
est in praise of these newn diggings were
atmony the mest experionced miners there;
and no report in the newspapers has gone
beyond the truth. The statements made
as to the yield of the claim owned by
Messra. Sherbourne & Rashdell, pear the
mouth of the creek, are quite correct,
and it may be added that us they sre not
working on bed-rock the possibilities for
this claim are very great. Other reports—
such for example ns Messrs. Briggs &
Dromley taking out $409 in an afternoon
with a rocker, might also be verified. On
Sunday morning, the 1st inst., the Point
Company, situated anbout two miles above
Capt. Sherbourne's ground,

WASHED UP FORTY FIYE OUNCEY,

or over 3700, as the result of the labor of
cight men for thirty hours. This clai
is owned by Messrs. Ponrce & Harvey,
the fermer of whom is one of the pioneers
of Curibno, and well known threughout
that district.
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There 18 associatod with the gold on
Granite creck a “very hard, heavy and
whitish metal, which is probably platinum
or iridinm, perhaps a mixture of buth,
There are no means of thoroughly testing
it here, but Dr. G. M. Dawson, assistant
diroctor of the Geological Survey of
Canada, has Lindly offered to take it to
Ottewa for examination in tho laboratory
there, after which it will be forwarded to
London for exhibition at the Colonial and
Indian Exposition to be held next year,

The discoveries on Granite creck, Mr.
Elwyn thinks, will lead to the opening of
un oxtonsive gold fold which, from its
proximity to supplies, will bo more benelit
to the country than any other former dis-
covery, with the exception of Cariboo.

A level bench on the left bank at the
mouth of the creck offors

A GOOD SITE FOE A TOWN,

and i3 being rapidly covered with log
housca. At the time of Mr. Elwyu's visit
there were seven general stores (three
Chinese), two restaurants, two licensed
houees, and a butcher's shop. Thirteon
houses were in course of construction and
more or less building will be carriod on
during the winter. There were 400 or
500 white men and about 200 Chinege on
the creek.

It is prabable that a very short summer |
routo te Grunite Creek can be had by tak-
ing, at the end of the wagon road from
Hope, the left or Canyon trail, inatead’of
the right or Grant trail, which is usually
followed. The head waters of Granite
Crock cannot be many miles from the
canyon trail; it is possiblo that some of

—

them cross it; and if a practicable route
could be found in this direction it would
save a long detour to Allison’s, and twelve
miles of very bad trail from there up the
‘Culameen to the mouth of Granite Creek.
In the event of the upper portiou of the
crook turning out well, the saving in dis-
tance would be stlll greater.
FOR A WAGON ROAD

the valley of the Coldwater, which falls
into tho Nicola at Coutlec’s, will probably
eventually ba found to be the casiest line.
It is & mateer, however, which must be
determined by explorations.

I intended to have appended a list of

prices to this report, but thoro has al-

ready been a sharp rise in fHour, and as
the same thing is likeiy, in my opinion, to
occur in other articles, such a list would
only be misleading, and ia, pechaps, bet-
ter omitted. 1 may say, however, us giv-
ing a general indication of pricea, that
fairly ©ood meals are obtainable at the low
rate, for a mining camp, of ifty cents,

-—
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November 29, 1885:
| —

GrayiTe Creex Main.—It is under-
stood that a weekly mail service will be
established to Granite ereek mines assoon
as operations recommence in the spring,
probably ubout the 1st of March.

e ——
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December 4, 1885:

FROM THE MIRES.

Good Reports from Granite
j Creek.

Another Rich Paying Creck
Discovered.

Mr. A. B. Ferguson was a passenger
yesterday by the Louise direct from Gran-
ite croek and lstely from Farwell. DMr.
Ferguson left Granite creek last Thurs-
day, coming out by way of Nicola and
Savona, 'I'he weathor continues very
fine, no snow on the trail and traveling as
ensy as in September. Nearly all the
claimu are shut down for the season,
though several are still working. A new
company called the Mainland had just
commenced to wash up.

On his way out Mr. Ferguson met
Chance, the discoverer of Granite creek,
who stated that he had discovered

A RICU-PAYING CREEK,

which he called Eagle, west from Granite
creek. This, Chance stated, would prove a
much bettor creek even thun Granite. On
Eagle creek Chance said some very rich
quartz lodges existed. Samples of this
quurtz will be sent down in a few days for
assay. Ono man only went in with
Chance to the creck.

Mr. Ferguson has the ouly pack-train
now to Granite croek from Coutles’s, con-
siderable goods still going i:\.

S S FISEFN A

--------- B R

S. Adler had just arrived at tho creek
with his goods the day Mr. Ferguson left.
There ave still 500 or 600 miners at the
creek with somewhat improved accommo-
gations, Provisions are quickly vising in
price,

THERE BEINO A SCARCITY
of a large nunber of necessitivs,  Coutlen
ghipged the other day from Spence's
Bridge nbout 30,000 pounds of geuneral
merchandise, which cannot have arrived
yet at thy mines,

There is no snow as yet on OGranite
creck and very little frost. Tho watoer is
very low, and it is casy to mine. Many
would still be mining on the creek, but
thought that a cold snap would sot in.
The weather, however, has been excep-
tionally favorable, Thero is not a vestigo
of ite in the Outer valley lakes.

Messra. Forguson & Brown have

THE LEADING HOTEL

at Farwell, the Columbia House. When
Mr. F. left Farwell a conple of weeks ago,
busineas was lively, though many parlies
were prepuring to leave for the winter
Everyone who has been in there will re-
turn, and it is expected that there will be
a regular mining boow in the epring.
—

25



December 8, 1885:

——

SIMILKAMUEN,

That this now attractive goldfield gives
substantial promise of yielding a rich har- |
vest scems no longer deubtful.  The news
reaching us through different channels all
peoints in that direction. We understand
that, in his oflicial report the proviaional
gold commissioner (Mr. Allison) states
that the gold taken out within his per.
sonnl knowlodge during the past season,
amounts to $112,500, which figure he be-
lieves falls far below the actual yield, as
much of the mining has beon dono by
Chinese, from whom it is impossiblo to
obtain anything like full returns, When
it i3 considered that, in so far, at
least, as Granite creck and Tulameen
river  are concorned, the  work
has been more cne of exploration
and prospecting than mining, it must be
admitted that the yield is far from insig-
nificant, pod that there is good reason to
look hopefully to the approaching season.
Discovery claima have been secured on
Colling’ gulch, State creck, Hines' creek,
Eagle creek. These nre tributaries of
Tolsmeen river, the last named boing
about 35 miles above the Similkameen
Forks. 'The discoveries were made too
Jate in the seasen, however, to admit of the
ground being tested. At latest accounta
much attention was baeing directed to the
upper waters of the Tulameen, where s

number of claims had already been re-

cerded. T'he number of white minera on
tho 21st ult. was estimated at 400, Of
Chinese no estinate could well be mado,
owing to their being 80 much ceattered.
Free miners' licenses had, however, only
been issued to 100 Chinese, and as thero
muat be many times tha' tunber engaged
in mining in gpat district, seme eoffuit
ghould be made to compel these people
cither to pay Llheir taxes or leave the
mines. It isextremely unfair that while
the white miner must pay for the right to
mine for gold, these nlien hordes are al-
lowed to take out large quantitics of the
precicus metal without obtaining liconses
omin any other way contributing their
fair quota to the revennes of the conntry.
We are aware of the dilliculties to be over-
come, but we cannot help thinking that a
vigorous eflort should be made in that
diraction.

— —

A Rare Metal from Granite
Creek,

The miners from Granite creek have
brought down s "quantily of héavy me-
tallio looking mineral in pebbles, which
they found along with the gold. Mr. Sut-
ton has made an examination of it and
pronounces it to be an ore of platinum,
contsining iridium, iron, and possibly
some other rare metals. Platinum is
found in amall quantities in dilferent
parts of the world, notably iu Brezil. It
ocours as a kind of sand sssociated with
the gold. Crude platinum, as it is found
in ils nativo state, gencrally containa
more or less of the precious metals—
iridium, asmium, palladium, ote. Pure
platinum is about half the value of gold,
and is very valuable for chemical pur-
poses on account of its being insoluble
at any ordinary heat. It has a silvery
white appearance and is one of the
heaviest metals known. Miners bringiog
down any of the ore aro rejuested to
loave samples at Langley s & Co.'s for
further examination, as it is supposed to
contain another rare metal in smsll quan-
tities,

e
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26



December 9, 1885:

FROM THE MINES.

The Opin_ion of n Pioneer Pros-
pector and Miner.

Mr. Sam Pearce, a pioneer of '68, and
a wminer and prospector in this province
since that year, arrived from Granite
creck yesterday via the Nicols, having
left the mines on- Wednesday last. Mr.
Pearce has mined extensively in Cariboo
and for the past year or two has been pros-
pecting in the Similkameen district, being
one of the first on Granite creek after its
discovery. 'The creek he states one of the

BEST POOR MAN'S DIGGII\OS

he ever met, and though “shallow and a
large umount of gold already taken out,

will prob. xblymntmue to pan out well, es-
pecially at its head, where the dwuuu,e are
deeper. Thoe T ulameon branch of the Si-
milkameen, Mr. Pearce thinks, will also
prove £y be rich in gold. The Similkameen
proper patd in mauny places, and will con-
tinue to do so, but only in favored spots.
The prospects for the diatrict are bright,

though it would be a fact much-to be de-
plured should s great number of men go
in next senson, become broke and dis

gusted with the country on account of
high priced provisions and lack of work,
and leave the district with the conviction
that its reported wealth in gold was a de-
lusion, If the country waa allowed to be
properly tested many thuusands might be
accorimodated in time, but a rush in of
thousands and & return atampu!o would
be much to be regretted.

THE NEW CREEKS,
outside of Granite, have not as yet been
tested and it 18 not known whether they
will pay, though colors have been found.
Bear creek is not worth the trouble of
labor in Mr Pearco’s opinion.

The facility and inexpensive way in
which the mines are reached isa fact
greatly in their favor, and will mitigate
any poor results should such oceur next
year, Mr Pearce is interested in the
Point elavm on Granite ereck, which took
out $700 fur thiery houre’ work,_and is
also anterested in other clams. Thers
was no suow ot he mmes when he left
and aboot twenty clalms were stiil being
worked wuh cootioned good results,
There was a freshet the day he lefr, buc
ahether it caused a'y damage is8 not
known.

Mr. Pearce has been absont for thirty
years from his native place in Hampshire,
Eng., mining in California and British
Columbm, ‘and he now contemplates a
visit to his old home and friends, return-
ing agamn in the sprma to Granite creek.
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December 23, 1885:

GRANITE CREEEK.

‘The Winters Budget of News.

Interesting Items From z Spe«
cinl Correspondent.

Granite Crerx, Dec. 17th, 1885,

Being the last man out from Granite
Creek, n few words about the mines may
interest your readers, From Coutlees the
journey is some five miles longer than
from Quilshannon, being 36 miles to Pike's
and from there in 30, or 6 miles in all,
The trail is fairly good, the anow on
Summit about 18 inches, and all small
streamy frozen over. The trees are
“‘blazed” most of the way and guide the
traveler where the trail is doubtful.
There is nccommodation at Manning's, 28
miles, and Pike's, 36 miles from Nicola,
for man and beast.

GRANITETOWN,

At Uranite there are eight general
stores, geix salouns, and two hotels
baker’s and butcher's shops, drug store,
three Chinese stores, wash-house, eto.
There are t wo streets,Miners and Govern-
ment, the former being at present the
principal, but the latter i{s the coming
street, beinz wider and ' more regular.
There are 62 log cabina in~the town
proper, besides many more scattered
around.

| ruption the whole year.

NEXT SEASON'S PROSPECTS.

At present but little ia duing towards
developing the mines, but extensive pre-
parations are going on for spring work.
In I'ebruary, it is expected work will
commence and continue until the June or
July freshets set in. When the water
again subsides there should be no inter-
All are hopetul,
and there 13 not a sorehead-or growler in
camp. The town 18 most orderly, Mr.Swan,
the etlicient cenatable,keeping the motley
assembly in awe of the calaboose. Mr.
Tunstall (and staff) has gone in to assume
the duties of gold commissioner, etc.
There will be conaiderahle squabbling
over claims in the spring if they become
valuable, a3 no doubt many, are held il
legally. Whatever may bo said of Mr.
Allison, all agree that his decisions were
always unbinsed,were given in good faith,
and that he ever acted in an upright, hon
orable way. New diecoveriea are con-
stantly reported, and it seems almost cer-
tain there will be a population there in
the epring of many thousands,

YALUE AND EXTENT OV FIELD,

The wholesurroundingcountryis aurifer-
ous, and he would bDe asad man who
would define the limits of this discovery.
There have been fully acconnted for up
to date £100,000 taken from this creek,
and there are several thousand dollars yet
held by miners, or which have been sent
to Kamloops and the east, of which there
is no public record. There are now win-
tered there at least 800 white mon and
300 to 400 Chinamen. There is no pover-
ty or want thero. The stores are well
supplied with all the necessaries of life
ar.d many of the luxuries, The difficulty
has been to get goods in. The whisky
men could afford fo offer pack-trains high-
er rates than the atorekeepers, so general
morchants had to take & back seat until
the liquor was all shipped in. Then the
Indian’s horse gave cut sud the packing
fell entirely on white men. The rate is
He. per pound or $10 per horse. There is
no food in the mnines for horaes, and this
is the only serious drawback to be found

there.
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A GOOD APPETITE.”

I gave my horse a feed of oats in a box,
putting sume paper at the bottum to pre~
vent loss, He ate the oats greedily, then
the paper and then the box. He then
started in on some shavings, and when he
had finished all within reach, he ate hia

rope halter.

THE MINERS,

The men are all a tine, orderly set,
~many of them old Cariboo and Cassiar
miners—men of all olimea and national-
ities; mon who have moved the goddess
fortune in nearly every part of the globe,
and I have wondered at the magio power
of gold to tempt these pilgrims from home,

friends and native land, and doubted if
“When nll is won that all desire to woo,
The pa:try prize 18 worth the cost.”

“ PERSONAL,

Sam Adler has a fine two - story hotel,
“The Cariboo,” and is as genial a hoat as
one may wish to meet, ever willing to
risk a yame of “‘freezo out,” or taking
the hazard of the die fur the drinks. Mr.
and &rs. Austin are comfortably housed
and are gracivus to both old friends and
new-comers; and the writer is grateful
to that lady for ber hospitality. ™ The
weather was bright, clear al‘.% cold, the
therm meter registering 30 wo 36 above
at noon for four “covsecutive days, from
the 8th to 12th inst.

OFF AGAIN,

On the 13th it feil to zero at 6 a m.,
and fearing a cold snap I saddled up and
beat a hasty retreat, “outward bound,”
making the trip to Quilshannon easily in
two duys, and fromn there to Kamloops,
45 miles, in one,

GoOD ROADS AND MAIL WANTED.

The discovery of these mines is of im-
menge importance to British Columbia,
vecurring just in the nick of time to save
the mainland from a serious business de-
pression, consequent on the withdrawal
of such vast expenditures as the building
of the C. P. R. necessitated. The
Canadian government has and will receive
a large rovenue from customs, ete., and
the provincial governmeut from miner's
licenses, fees, etc., and tho pevple expeot

“and should receive same oonsideration in

return, At present the poasition is, that
thero is a town with a population of at
least 1,000, and a prospective one within
three months of 5,000, without any mail
communication whatever, and that thias
population has enriched the reseurces,of
the country within the present year
in precious metal over $100,000. There
cortainly should have been a sleigh road
built this seasun to eunable transport of
hay, sawmill, and bulky supplies imposai-
ble to pack. Had this been done Victorja
would have had an increase of business
amounting to several thousands of dollars,
apart from what benefit it would have
been to Nicola valley, from which Vie-
toria would have derived the ultimate ad-
vantage. This sleigh road would not have
oxceeded a cost of $2500, and yet
it remains unbuilt. An easier road from
Kamloops to Nicola than the present one
ia anabsolute necessity, This can be con-
structed via Bartlott Newman’s ranch at

| a cost of about $1000. ILet the govern-

mett be prompt and generaus in affordiag

facilities to develop this new Eldorado and

the result may sstonish the world. B.
———
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December 24, 1885:

GRANITE CREEK DISTRICT.

Oflicial Report of New Discove
eries Made.

—_—

Champion Creek the Latest
i Find,

Graxite Creex, Dec. Sth, 1885.
T'o the Honorable, the Provincial Secretary,
| Victoria, B. €.,

Sir,—I have the honor to inform
you that I left Granite Creek in the early
part of November, in order to complete
the assessmeul roll of the district. Duz-
ing my absence some

FRESH DISCOVERIKS

were made, more particularly in what is
known as the South Iork of Granite
Creok, besides somo esmull creeks. I
have now to report the discovery of an-
other large creek, called

CHAMPION CREEK,

This creek empties itself into the Tula-
meen river, some twenty miles above the
mouth of Granite Creek. Though twelve
miles up, it is within two or three miles
of the l‘?orth Fork of Granite Creek. I
am informed that it is a wider cresk than
Granite Oreek, though not so much
water, and the discoverers,as well as
others who have located claims, appear
well satished with their prospects; the
advanced stage of the season precluding,
however, any very thorough work being
done. Some

VERY PRETTY GOLD

was brought into Granite Creek yesterday
from a small creek zbout ten miles above
Pere, nud these prospects are considered so
good that in the face of a heavy snow storm
a large number of men started the same night
for the scene of the new discovery. The
mildness of the winter is permitting of con-
siderable work being done on some of the
bars of
THE TULAMEEN RIVER,
and the results so far wre so satisfnctory
that many of the old miners consider that
the river may be worked with profit for
wiles and consequently canso to be devel-
oped one of the most oxtensive wining
camps in British Columbia,
ORANITE CITY
is rapidly inereaxing; buildings of oune kind
or aunotber now nwmber probably two hun-
dred. Yrovisious are fairly plentiful, pack
trains coming in continnally from the Nicola
valley, Potatoos nve possibly searcer and
dearer than anything else, being 7 cents
per pound. Flour varies from $Y to $i0
per 100 pounds; beef, 10 cents per pound,
and groceries at fall pricos; bonrd $8 per
week. There arve at the prescnt time be-
tween 500 and GUO white men, besides some
J00 Chivese iu the camp, wnd with few
exceptions this number will winter here,
Hesny Niwewoisox,
Recorder.

-
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December 27, 1885:

o-— ——

Hope-Granite Hond,

(Correspondence of The Colonist),
Hore, Dec. 24th, 1885,

I start for Granite Creek to-morcow
with a train of 17 animals. My partoer
took in a teain of 1D animals, leaving here
on the 20th inst.  Theve are three trains
on the trail now hetween here and the
mines. One train arrived here yesterday
evening, muking the return trip from
CGiranite City to 1l pe in two days.  Supt,
Starret met this train bouiad for the
mines four milea on the Hopo side of Al
lisun's, on Monday merning, Zlst inst.
Supt. Starrvot says, should the travel con-
tinue,he will explore a new route that will
cut off about 25 wmiles, 8o that mstead of
teavelling uway around to Princeton then
back 12 miles to get to the mines, making
the distance butweon FHope and Gleanite
City 78 miles, he will get & trail that will
only be sbout 53 miles between the two

placea named. K. SILVERMAN.

¢ ——— e
L7 L1 [N L

December 29, 1885:

TAMARA N, v v MU A YUY

— ————— . —

RO ECOEL

I HEREBY GIVE NOTICE THAT I INTEND TO
apply to the Chief Commissioner of Lands and
Works, Victoria, to purchase 820 a‘res of pasture
land, situnted on Granite ereck, Simitkameen. Cow-
mencing about } of a mile from the north of Granite
Creck and running up the right bench 80 chains;
thence neross the flat and up the mountain a short
distance, 40 chaing; thence down with the bearings
of the creck, 80 chalns; thence back to starting point
40 chaing; tho same a3 staked by wme on November
ith, 1885, R. STEVENSON.
Yictoria, Dee, 10th, 1885, de2sw

— - — — ——
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