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They are the four residents '
or once-booming Granite City

Story and Pictures
By R. H. NICHOLS
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town, Granite

 City, Whatever its status, this

ﬁmﬂ town served a district that in
hey

«day was unique. Besides placer
mining, it was North America's fore-

most producer of platinum, and dia-
monds of fine quality were discovered
there

Situated at the junction of Granite
Creek and the Tulameen River, 12
milés northwest of Princeton, Granite

City in 1940 finally accepted its fate
as just another of B.C’'s many ghost
towns.

four of the few remaining build-
of the oncerowdy, wide-cpen

 claim  was B.C's thid

mining camp, live four elde.ly men;

~two who drifted in from t(he noith

a few vears ago; and two who have
prospected the local creeks and moun-
tains for more than 40 vears.

NOW BILLS' FLAT

The name, Granite City, hasg dis-
appeared even from the minds of the
valley residents and the four inhabi-
tants of the camp have re-named it
“Bills' Flat on Granite Creek,” for all
of them are named Bill; Bill Churchill,
Bill Beacon, Bill Dixon, and Bill Frew,

While these four remaining eitizens
don't always agree among themselyes,
they all enjoy the freedom from any
dictation in dress or how they should
spend their time,



There isn't worry about money
elther, mostly because they don’t have
much. Bill Churchill does a little pros-
pecting, enough to keep the pot boll-
ing, and Bill Frew receives a small
army pension which combined with a
little “sniping” along the creek en-
ables him to eat his three meals a
day and buy tobacco.

NO MONEY WORRIES

Dixon and Beacon receive the old
age pension, =0 are In effect retired
and independent. With no rent or fuel
problems, and only themselves to
worry about, life flows zlong on an

Modem conveniences, even if avail-
able, probably would be disdainfully
rejected. No radios, television, elec-

.ar even a WWJQG
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silent stmets. Watd‘ is obtalncd with
& bucket from Granite Creek a few
hundred yards away. ‘

: Alﬁwmumottugneturemtﬂwold
serve presendwen
g,bundhgs

In corner leans a dust-covered pack
poard and perhaps a blackened tea
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Shopping is done in the once
thriving town of Coalmont, Which- is
only a mile away. Coalmont today
has only & postoffice, hotel, school,
and general store,

Bl Flat” Tésdents, but. 1t docs

make an excuse for a daily stroll,
Then too, they might run into SO-year-
old Singing Jimmy who divides his
time between Coalmont and Tulameen
five miles away. Jimmy, spry and
goad-natured, amuses himself and the
occasional outlander by exhibiting his
gifts of ventriloguism, ballad singing,
and spinning yarns. .
SHY PEOPLE

After spending two days trying to
get a few pictures and a chance to

chat with the various Bills of Granite

I finally gave up as they mys-
1 disa ‘before I could
catch sight of them. That is, with the
exception of Bill Frew who was look-

ing after his three grandchildren for

, @ few days while their mother was in .

Vancouver. And from this veteran of
the Black Watch, Royal Highland
Regiment, I learned something about
the history of Granite Cm

Granite City came into g in the
middle 188('s after gold was discov-
ered on the creek. These turned out
to be the richest placer depesits in the
Princeton Mine area. It wasn't long
before three to four thousand miners
were scattered upstream along the
ecreek and its tributaries. And Granite
City with its gambling houses, saloons,
and girls was a magnet that drew the
miners like moths to a light.
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gold, large quantities were not record-
ed, and 20,000 ounces is probably
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Child and dog play in deserted streets of what was the
boisterous mining camp of Granite City, near Princeton.
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" In s heyday . . . between 1887 an8 1891 . . . Granite City was
centre of the richest placer mining in the entire Princeton area.



